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Pinhole Camera – Ibn al Haytham was the first person to discover that light enters the
eye and set up the first camera Camera Obscura. He did this after studying the way light
came through window shutters. He discovered that the smaller the hole (aperture), the
clearer the picture.
Coffee – Coffee became very popular in the 1400s in Yemen. The legend says that a
shepherd found that when his goats ate a certain berry, they became hyper-energetic.
He boiled it to make coffee. Priests drank coffee to stay awake during long night
prayers.
Discovery of the spherical shape of the Earth – 500 years before it dawned on Galileo, it
dawned on Ibn Hazam. He said the proof was that “the Sun is always vertical to a
particular spot on Earth”. In the 9th century, it was estimated by Mulim astronomers
that the circumference of the Earth was 40,253.4km.
Fountain pens – were first made for Sultan of Egypt in 953 AD. He didn’t want the pens
to stain his clothes with ink. It held ink in a reservoir just like modern pens do.
Windmills – A Persian caliph was ruling during 634. It was used to grind corn and draw
up water. Fabric and palm leaves were used for 6 to 12 sails. It was first seen 500 years
before Europe.
Distillation – Jaba Ibn Hayyan was the one who turned alchemy into chemistry. He also
invented many fundamental apparatus that we still use today, liquefaction,
crystallisation, distillation, purification, oxidisation, evaporation and filtration. He is
known as the founder of modern chemistry.
Parachute – Abbas Ibn Firnas made many attempts to create a flying machine. He first
jumped off the Grand Mosque in Cordoba (Andalusia). He supported the cloak with
wooden struts. He didn’t glide like a bird like he had hoped to. But he still flew for a few
moments. Later, he made another one of eagle’s feathers and silk and stayed aloft for
ten minutes before crashing down. But later concluded correctly that it was because of
the absence of a tail.
Chess – The form of chess we know today was made in Persia, but was first invented in
India. The word rook came from the word “rukh” in Arabic, which means chariot
Algebra – The name comes from Al Khawarezmi’s book, “Kitab al-Jabr Wa l-Mugabala”
which roughly translates into “The Book of Reasoning and Balancing”.

Facts about Egypt
1.
An Egyptian father named his
newborn daughter “Facebook” to
commemorate the role Facebook
played in the 2011 Egyptian revolution.
Her full name is Facebook Jamal
Ibrahim.

2.
On average, only an inch of
rain alls in Egypt per year.

3. Over its long history, Egypt has been
known by many different names. For
example, during the Old Kingdom (26502134 B.C.), Egypt was called Kemet or Black
Land, which referred to the dark, rich soil of
the Nile Valley. It was also called Deshret, or
Red Land, which referred to Egypt’s vast
deserts. Later, it was known as Hwt-ka-Ptah
or “House of the Ka of Ptah.” Ptah was one
of Egypt’s earliest gods. The Greeks changed Hwt-ka-ptah to Aegyptus.

4. The quality that ancient Egyptians valued most was called ma’at, which
means good behavior, honesty, and justice. Ma’at is also the name of the
goddess of truth who, according to myth, weighs every Egyptian heart after
death.

5. Just 150 years ago, Americans and
Europeans believed that mummies had
great healing powers. They ground up
the mummies into powder and used it
as medicine for all kinds of diseases.

6.
The Great Pyramid at Giza has
vents pointing to the constellation
of Orion so the mummy’s spirit
could fly straight up to the gods.

7. The oldest surviving work about
mathematics was written by the ancient
Egyptian scribe Ahmes around 1650 B.C.
found on the Rhine Mathematical
Papyrus, it is titled “The Entrance into
the Knowledge of All Existing Things and
All Obscure Secrets.

8. In 2011, archeologists discovered an
enormous statue of the ancient Egyptian
pharaoh Amenhotep III (grandfather of
Tutankhamen). One of the largest statues
ever found, it was actually first discovered
in 1923 and then re-hidden.

9. The oldest death sentence recorded is found in ancient Egypt. Found in the
Amherst papyri, a teenaged male in 1500 B.C. is sentenced to kill himself by
either poison or stabbing for practicing magic.

10. The ancient obelisk known as
Cleopatra’s Needle has suffered more
damage in the 125 years it has stood in
New York City from pollution and weather
than in the thousands of years it stood in
Egypt.

Source:
https://www.google.com.sa/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uac
t=8&ved=0ahUKEwjM4NyirsnSAhVFJcAKHcN7ASwQFgg0MAEUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.f
actretriever.com%2Fegyptfacts&usg=AFQjCNF0oiHXpNp2yEIa4c_iT7i9hppcQg

By: Peter Magdi

Facts about Philippines
1. The Philippines are named after King
Philip II of Spain. Explorer Ruy López de
Villalobos named the Eastern Visayas
Felipenas first, and the name was later
applied to the entire archipelago. The
country’s official name is the Republic
of the Philippines.

2. Some Filipinos are wary of the number 13 and will avoid having 13
people at a table. Also, steps to the main entrance of a house should
not fall on a number divisible by three. Superstitious Filipinos will not
travel or bathe on Holy Thursday or Good Friday during Holy Week, the
week before Easter.

3.
The national symbol of the
Philippines is the Philippine, or
monkey-eating, eagle. It is the
largest of all eagles and was
declared the national bird of the
Philippines in 1995. It stands up to
3.3 feet (1 m) in height and has a
wingspan of almost 7 feet (2 m). It
is critically endangered; there may only be around 180–500 eagles
remaining. Killing one is punishable by Philippine law by 12 years in jail
and a heavy fine.

4. The Conus gloriamus, the rarest
and most expensive seashell in the
world, is one of the 12,000 species
of seashells found in the
Philippines. The first examples ,of
these shells sold at auction for
about US$5,000.

5.
Jellyfish Lake in the
Philippines contains more than
13 million jellyfish.

6. The Mindanao Trench, which is near
the Philippines in the Pacific Ocean,
is the second deepest spot under the
world’s oceans at 6.5 miles, or
34,440 feet (10,497 m). It was first
explored by the German ship Emden
in 1927.

7. Manila, the capital of the Philippines, is considered the world’s most
densely populated city in the world. With a population of 1,660,714 and
an area of just 24 square miles (38.55 square km), it has a population
density of 55,446 people per square mile (43,079 people per square
km).

8. The Philippines is home to
the world’s smallest hoofed
animal, the Philippine mousedeer. Locally known as the
Pilandok (Tragulus nigricans),
this creature stands about
15.8 inches (40 cm) tall at the
shoulder level.

9.
Cockfighting
is
a
centuries-old blood sport,
popular since the times of
ancient Persia, Greece, and
Rome. In the Philippines, it
is still very popular, and the
country has hosted several
“World
Slasher
Cups,”
staged in Manila’s Araneta Coliseum. The world’s leading game fowl
breeders gather twice a year for this event.

10. Pop singer Bruno Mars is half
Filipino and half Puerto Rican. His
childhood nickname was “Little
Elvis.” His real name is Peter Gene
Bayot Hernandez. His stage name
was inspired by the chubby wrestler
Bruno Sammartino.

By Peter Magdi

Facts about India
Done by: Heba George

 India is the world’s largest democratic country with 1.2 billion people.
 It’s illegal for foreigners to take Indian currency out of India.
 An Indian man claims that he hasn’t eaten or drunk for 70 years. After
many tests, doctors still don’t know how it’s possible.
 India has the largest slave population in the modern world with over 17
million slaves.
 During WW2, India produced the largest volunteer army in world history:
over 2.5 million men. At least 38 Indians received the Victorian Cross or the
George cross.
 Farmers in India use Coco-cola and Pepsi as cheap pesticides.
 India planted nearly 50 million trees in 24 hours on Monday, July 11, 2016, a
new Guinness World record.
 The Tag Mahal’s white marble is gradually turning yellow, due to high
levels of pollution.
 India has 122 major languages and 1599 other languages.
 London has more Indian restaurants than Delhi or Mumbai.
 India is the first country to consume sugar.
 The largest numbers of vegetarians are in India.
 India is the world largest English speaking country.
 The ‘’snakes and ladders” game originated in India.
 An early version of chess was first played in India.
Sources:

https://alchetron.com/India-7973-W
http://www.factslides.com/s-India
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Fyunka
By: Lujina Eid and Madhawi Al Jaafari
The word Fyunka means (ribbon) bow in arabic, it is also the name of
designer Alaa Al Balkhy’s business. It was established in 2011 in her hometown
of Jeddah.
The reason behind the name Fyunka is fairly straight forward. She wanted
the name of this business to be in Arabic but mainly, she loves how a bow can
make everything look pretty and more appealing.
Starting her business, she obviously didn’t have much money. However,
that didn’t stop her from making a striking and unique logo. She managed to
design her logo all on her own using her fairly established graphic design skills
with no money lost. She had already designed a few illustrations beforehand,
including for french design powerhouse, Hermes.
Her brand offers a number of things including bags, shoes, clothes and phone /
tablet cases. Her designing process is simple. She sketches her designs , and
when she feels satisfied with them, she scans them, onto a computer for
further alterations. They are then sent to her team to bring the designs to life.
She sometimes takes suggestions from her dedicated fans and customers to
see 2what they would want from their clothing and accessories.
She has already celebrated a great deal of success since she started her
business. She represents a more new and open generation of Saudi female
business women. Saudi Arabia is at the cusp of change and she is a leading
example of that.

Henna
For centuries henna was applied
by men and women in tribes as it
provides a cooling effect for the
body.
Henna is applied on hands, feet
and hair. As the stains fade away,
patterns are left on the skin which
is reason in which the idea of
making designs for decorative
purposes originated.
Henna was not only for the rich;
people
how
couldn’t
afford
jewellery applied henna as well.
Henna was also used as a herb as
it had healing effects on wounds.
Henna is applied in special
occasions like birthdays, Eid
occasions, and weddings in
Pakistan, Africa, India and the
Middle East.

By : Sarah Bassiouny

Middle Eastern Music
Middle Eastern music spans across a
vast region, from morocco and Iraq.
The various nations of the region
include the Arabic- speaking
countries of the Middle East and
North Africa, the Iraqi tradition of
Mesopotamia, Iranian tradition of
Persia, Armenia music, and the
varied tradition of Cypriot music., the
music of Turkey, traditional Assyrian
music, Berbers Of north Africa, And
Coptic Christians in Egypt all
maintain their own tradition. It is
widely regarded that some Middle
Eastern music styles have influences
India, as well as Central Asia, Spain
and the Balkans.

There are a number of instruments used for in the Middle
Eastern Region. They are:

String Instruments
Percussions
Wind Instruments

Saudi like you’ve never seen it before!
Although Saudi Arabia is thought to be a boring country, it is quite
interesting when you try to explore it!!!

Dumat al-Jandal Lake
A lake located in an ancient city
located in North Western Saudi
Arabia in the Jawf province.

Double tree by Hilton resort in Al-Marjan Island
In an island connected to
dammam. It has anything
that you would want from
seating areas to children’s
playgrounds,
including
green lands where you can
enjoy fresh air. As well as
easy access to various
sports and leisure options
like camping, sailing, or
playing golf. You have
direct access to a private beach and swimming pools. You
will also enjoy the spectacular view of the island at night. It is
the ideal destination for a family day.

Scuba diving in Jeddah
Some of the most top
activities you can do in
Jeddah regarding scuba
diving is looking at the
spectacular
view
of
different varieties of fish.
It’s preferable if you
would
go
visit
this
incredible place in the
daylight,
to
have
a
pleasing day. It won’t cost you much to spend your holiday
in Jeddah and do scuba diving.

Soudah Mountains
Marvel at the highest
mountains in KSA which
are famous for the mist
covering the mountain
tops,
and
have
an
enjoyable private picnic
area where only wildlife
can interrupt you.
Take a challenge by trying
some extreme sports like paragliding or biking down the
mountain where tours are organized by a French group in the
summer which include mountain climbing in Habala ( a
village in Abha).
By: Rana Samir and Sarah Bassiouny

Egypt
The Unknown Soldier Memorial
Many Unknown Soldier Memorials for Egyptian and Arab soldiers
were constructed inside and outside Egypt. The most famous is the
one in Cairo. The Unknown Soldier Memorial in Cairo is a pyramidshaped monument in Nasr City. Its construction was ordered by
president Anwar Sadat in 1974 in honour of Egyptians and Arabs who
lost their lives in the 1973 October War. It was inaugurated in October
1975. The site was also chosen for the president's tomb after his
assassination in October 1981.

Unknown Soldier Memorial in Cairo, Egypt

The Unknown Mummy
On a scorching hot day at
the end of June 1886,
Gaston Maspero, head of
the Egyptian Antiquities
Service, was unwrapping
the mummies of the 40
kings and queens found a
few years earlier in an
astonishing hidden cache
near the Valley of the
Kings.
There, wrapped in a sheep
or goatskin - a ritually
unclean object for ancient
Egyptians - lay the body of
a young man, his face
locked in an eternal blood-curdling scream. It was a spine-tingling sight, and one
that posed even more troubling questions: here was a mummy, carefully
preserved, yet caught in the moment of death in apparently excruciating pain.
He had been buried in exalted company, yet been left without an inscription,
ensuring he would be consigned to eternal damnation, as the ancient Egyptians
believed identity was the key to entering the afterlife. Moreover, his hands and
feet had been so tightly bound that marks still remained on the bones.

What did the ancient Egyptians look like?
Despite the mummies, statues and
engravings that the ancient Egyptians left
behind, there is still much controversy
over just what, exactly, they looked like.
One thing's for certain though — despite
what you might believe about them given
Hollywood's whitewashing of
Egyptians,
the residents of ancient Egypt weren't
white.
According to Slate, they were probably a
range of colors, and "neither white nor
black" by our contemporary understandings: "Ancient Egypt was a racially
diverse place, because the Nile River drew people from all over the region.
Egyptian writings do not suggest that the people of that era had a preoccupation
with skin color. Those who obeyed the king, spoke the language, and worshipped
the proper gods were considered Egyptian."

Spectacular Lebanon

Palestine
From its distinctive historical attractions to its lovely and friendly people, Palestine
accumulates a splendid history that dates back to many centuries ago. This history it holds
makes it a great touristic destination. Regardless of its political issues, Palestine is as
interesting and mysterious as all other countries.
Common captivating scenery you are likely
to come across as you travel across this
country includes the beautiful hills which
are dotted with olive trees, dipping in and
out of its lush valleys. Farmers extract
olive oil from the olives and sell them to be
exported across the world to make a living.
An interesting and exquisite feature of the Palestinian people is the fact that technology
doesn’t have a great impact on their lives. This allows the elderly to put the weight off of
their shoulders as the skills introduced by their ancestors will hopefully not go astray. It
also plays a great role in creating more social and friendly communities.
Across history, Palestine has always been
considered the holy land of heaven. It is a
diverse country for the Muslims, the
Christians and the Jews. Al Aqsa Mosque,
the Church of Nativity and the Jewish
David’s Temple have crowned the land. The
birth of Jesus Christ, in Bethlehem, is
undoubtedly one of the most important
events in history. Jerusalem’s most recognizable landmark, “The dome of the rock”, is one of
the oldest extant works of Islamic architecture. The invasions by great, influential empires
such as the Roman Empire and the Ottoman Empire make Palestine a remarkable place for
historical knowledge and education.

You can also treat yourself to Palestine’s legendary
cuisine by sampling a wide variety of local delicacies like
hummus, falafel, grilled lamb and desserts such as
Nabulsi Kunafeh, the
most famous of all. The
unique
traditional
market places and
restaurants
are
spread all over the
country,
allowing
everyone to enjoy a
joyful experience, where all aspects of Palestinian
tradition are bestowed.

Palestine is a place full of fascination and its unique agriculture flourishes across the
country. If you are interested in nature, history and meeting new interesting people, what
are you waiting for? Visit Palestine now! For more information, visit www.travelpalestine.ps.

By: Ahmad Kayed

Phenomenal Philippines
Located at the very eastern edge of Asia, the Philippines is home to more
than 7,000 islands, which are inhabited by friendly locals and many
indigenous tribes. From pristine beaches and marvelous natural wonders to
interesting historic sites and once-in-a-lifetime experiences, the Philippines
pack many exciting things to see and do.

Check out the following top tourist attractions in the
Philippines !

10. Tubbataha Reef
The Tubbataha Reef in
the Sulu Sea is a marine
sanctuary protected as
the
Tubbataha
Reef
National Marine Park. The
reef is made up of two
atolls, North Atoll and
South Atoll, separated by
a
deep
channel
of
approximately 5 miles (8
km) wide. It has become
one of the most popular
dive
sites
in
the
Philippines because of its coral walls where the shallow coral reef abruptly
ends giving way to great depths. The marine park is open to live-aboard
diving excursions between the months of April to June when the waves are
most calm.

9. San Agustin Church, Manila
Located in Manila, a visit to the
San Agustin Church is a must
see. Built in 1589, this beautiful
church has survived seven
earthquakes and two fires over
the centuries and now remains
as the oldest stone church in
the Philippines. At the main
entrance, there are exquisite
carvings on the wooden doors.
Inside the lovely, Mexicaninfluenced interior is designed
in the shape of a Latin cross. The gorgeous ceiling was painted in the
1800s by Italian artists, Giovanni Dibella and Cesare Alberoni.

8. Mayon Volcano
Rising more than 8,000 feet (2,400
meters) above sea level, Mayon
Volcano is significant for its perfectly
symmetrical cone shape. Visitors
can enjoy a number of activities here
such as camping, climbing, hiking,
bird watching and photography. A
picturesque spot in which to admire
Mayon Volcano is from the nearby
Cagsawa ruins. Mayon is the most
active volcano in the Philippines,
having erupted over 49 times in the past 400 years. The most destructive
eruption of Mayon occurred on February 1, 1814 bombarding the nearby
towns with volcanic rocks. The belfry and what is left of the baroque church
that was destroyed by the 1814 eruption can still be seen.

7. Malapascua Island
A small island made up of quiet
fishing villages, Malapascua
Island is popular for its ideal
diving spots and for being the
only place in the world to see
thresher sharks on a regular
basis as well as manta rays and
hammerheads.
The
other
hidden gems here are the
beautiful, sandy white beaches,
crystal clear waters bordered by
coconut trees and colorful coral
gardens.

6. Puerto Galera
Just south of Manila is
the charming coastal
town of Puerto Galera,
well-favored
for
its
gorgeous
beaches,
excellent diving spots
and wide diversity of
marine species. The
most popular beaches
are White Beach and
Sabang Beach, which
also
offer
nearby
shopping,
dining,
nightlife and hotel accommodation. Another popular attraction is the natural
harbor of Muelle Bay with its rows of shops, restaurants and bars. Visitors
can also go snorkeling to see some of Asia’s best coral reefs or dive
among old shipwrecks and hundreds of fish species.

5.Puerto Princesa Underground River
Located on the northern
coast of the island of
Palawa, Puerto Princesa
is
a
nature
lover’s
paradise.
Home
to
unspoiled landscapes rich
in wildlife, this lovely town
also lays claim to one of
the world’s most unique
natural phenomena, an
underground river known
as the Puerto Princesa
Subterranean
River.
Protected within a national park, this natural wonder is the world’s longest
navigable underground river. Guided paddle boat tours show intriguing rock
formations and fluttering bats.

4. Donsol
Located in the province of
Sorsogon, a place of pristine
beaches, stunning waterfalls and
unexplored caves, the sleepy
fishing village of Donsol is the
place in the Philippines to see
whale sharks. The ocean’s gentle
giants can be seen between
November and June, with the
numbers
peaking
between
February and May. Tourists can
also take a boat cruise along the Donsol River through mangrove and palm
trees, and watch the night light up with millions of sparkling fireflies. If that’s
not enough, a traditional shrimp-catching expedition with bamboos and
nets, followed by a tasty dinner of the cooked catch is also available.

3. Chocolate Hills
One of the top tourist
attractions
in
the
Philippines,
The
Chocolate
Hills
are
unusual
geological
formations that consists of
at least 1,268 individual
mounds
scattered
throughout the interior of
the island of Bohol. The
almost symmetrical and
same-sized
formations
range from 98 to 164 feet (30 to 50 meters) high and are covered in green
grass. During the dry season the grass turns brow, hence the name. There
is no consensus on how these giant mole hills were formed. One theory
holds that the Chocolate Hills are the weathered rock formations of a kind
of marine limestone on top of an impermeable layer of clay.

2. Boracay
Boracay may be a small island,
but it packs great features such
as
award-winning
beaches,
beautiful resorts and great
adventures like cliff diving,
parasailing, motorbiking, horse
riding, snorkeling, kite surfing
and scuba diving. If that is not
enough, boat tours allow visitors
to watch stunning sunsets,
explore volcanic caves and
remote coves of turquoise lagoons. When the sun sets, Boracay night-life
pulsates with many bars and restaurants serving food, drinks and fun until
dawn.

3. Banaue Rice Terraces
No trip to the
Philippines could
be
complete
without seeing the
spectacular
Banaue
Rice
Terraces. Carved
from the mountain
ranges
about
2,000 years ago
without
modern
tools by the Ifugao
tribes,
these
magnificent farm
terraces resemble giant steps reaching up to the sky. Locals to this day still
plant rice and vegetables on the terraces, although more and more younger
Ifugaos do not find farming appealing and emigrate to the cities.

By : Peter Magdi

